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[The following sermon on the salvation of 
Judas Iscariot, cannot fail to interest the 


reader: It not only well written and ar- - 


gumentative, but it affords a proof of the 


palpable absurdity of the opinion so long 


cherished, of the certainty of the endless 
damnation of this unfortunate disciple of 
our Divine Master. The merit of the dis- 
course, will render any apology for its 
appearance unnecessary. | 


A DISCOURSE 
‘DELIVERED IN THE CITY OF HUDSON, OCT. 
6, 1822, BY THE REV. DAVID PICKERING. 


St. Matthew, xxvii. 3, 4.—“ Then Judas, ' 


which had betrayed him, when he saw that 


he was condemned, repented himself, and 


brought again the thirty pieces of silver 
to the chief priests and elders, saying, I 
have sinned in that I have betrayed the 
innocent blood.” 


In all the scriptures of holy inspiration, 
there is not to be found a more frank and 
open confession of guilt than that which is 
contained in the words selected for our pre- 
sent improvement. No excuses are urged in 
extenuation of his crime, but the simple un- 
adorned confession, “I have sinned in that 
I have betrayed the innocent blood,” com- 
prises the sum of his honest testimony, borne 
against himself. 

Were we to scrutinize the history of all 
past ages, a more unadorned and penitent 
acknowledgment of sin could not be found, 
nor one bearing stronger marks of sincerity 
and truth. But notwithstanding these ap- 
pearances, so highly favorable to the cha- 
racter of this unfortunate disciple, still he is 
supposed by a vast majority of those who 
call themselves christians, to be now wel- 
tering under the storm of vindictive wrath, 
and doomed to the endurance of endless 
wretchedness in a future, and to us invisible 
state ! 

Whenever they ere called upon to pro- 
duce any positive evidence in vindication 
of the sentiment of endless suffering in a fu- 
ture world, they appeal with the utmost 
apparent confidence to the case of Judas, 
and cite him as an example of divine ven- 
gence, sufficiently clear to establish beyond 


controversy, this distinguishing article of 
their belief. 

In a word—the case of Judas is resorted 
to by the advocates of interminable wretch- 
edness, as an insurmountable barrier to the 
doctrine of universal restoration and salva- 
tion: and I may add, when all other sup- 
posed evidences fail to support their theory, 
the case of this imprudent disciple is claimed 
as a dernier resort, and alleged as sufficient 
proof to substantiate the doctrine of hope- 
less and never-ending wo ! 

However respectable the number and 
character of those who advocate the doc- 
‘trine of unlimited punishment, we cannot 
feel it obligatory upon us to bow in rever- 
ence to the opinions of men, or yield a pas- 
sive acquiescence to the sentiments of creeds 
which are the ofispring of human ingenuity, 
, however venerable for their antiquity: For 

it cannot rationally be pretended that the 
revolution of ages can change the nature of 
error, or impart the sacred sanction of truth 
to any sentiment which is repugnant to the 
voice of divine revelation. Let us here in- 
‘dulge the inquiry—do the scriptures any 
‘where teach us that Judas is doomed to end- 
_ less suffering ? That he sinned beyond the 
power of divine mercy and grace to restore 
‘and save! Not a word of this in the sacred 
volume :—It is neither expressed or implied 
in the writings of the ancient Prophets, nor 
' ° 

by the apostles of our Lord. They are ag 
far from denouncing interminable wrath 
| against Judas, as they are from allotting such 
‘a destiny to any other of the apostles. From 
| whence then, has it derived its origin, and 
obtained such credence? it doubtless had 
its origin in the wisdom and policy of de- 
signing ecclesiastics, to subserve the pur- 
poses of temporal «mbition and interest~ 
was forced on the acceptance of men by the 
dread of inquisitorial tortures, and has lived 
upon the credulous fears of a timorous and 
unsuspecting multitude. But thanks be to 
God; our lot is cast in a land of religious 
freedom, and we live in a day of sober and 
undisturbed investigation. Nor will our rea- 
son, and the respect we entertain for the 
scriptures, suffer us to venerate opinions 
which are authorized by neither the one, or 
the other: yet we feel it @ duty to igyeive 
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and acknowledge as truth, whatever is plain- ; 
ly revealed in the sacred volume of inspira- | 
tion. To this then, we must appeal, and by 
its superior authority, test the correctness of 
every sentiment which is submitted for our 
consideration. Should we, after a careful 
examination, find that the scriptures support 
the belief of the endless banishment of J udas | 
from the presence and enjoyment of his Re- 
deemer, we acknowledge ourselves bound to 
accept it as the truth—but should the contra- 
ry be made to appear, every good man v ill 
doubtless be willing to rejoice with pratse, 
for the superabundance of the Saviour’s , 
grace. | 

With a view carefully to investigate the 
subject now before us, our Jabours will be | 
directed to the following particulars:— | 

1. We shall consider the character of this 
disciple, and the probable causes which led | 
to his treachery. 
‘Ag 2. Notice the confession of Judas, and 
2 the marks of hiis sincerity. 

3. Adduce some plain and pointed evi- 
dences of his salvation. 

In illastrating the character of this dis- 
ciple, some of the audience will doubtless be 
pt disappointed in not finding his life marked 
Ua hae with a continued series of the most flagrant 
ba crime: for it has become habitual to asso- 

74 ciate the name of Judas with whatever is 
| detestable in the human character. 

As there is no authentic history of the 
ee life and character of Judas, save that with 
4 which we are furnished in the scriptures, an 

Pah easy path-way is now open for us to derive 
the necessary information from a source 











‘ 4 whose authority will not be called in ques- 
v4 tion by any professor of the christian reli- 
‘ ° 
eh gion. 


The testimony recorded in St. Matthew | 
x. 1—8. will assist us to discover the rank | 
which he held, and the important labour 
assigned him, as well as the rest of the apos- 
tles, by the great Redeemer. “ And when 
he had called unto him his twelve disciples, 





Gentiles; and mto any city of the Sa- 
maritans enter ye not. But go rather to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ve 
go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have 
received, freely give.” 

Here we find Judas named as one of the 
apostles of the Lamb; and not the least in- 
timation is given of any distinction of rank. 
He held in common with all the rest, the 
high office of an apostle. The same invalu- 
able treasure was committed to him, as that 
imparted to the other apostles, namely a 
dispensation of the gospel of eternal life. 
‘The same important labour was assigned 
him by the express command of Jesus, which 
was to preach the gospel, heal the sick, 
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead and cast 
out devils. It is therefore evident from this 


| testimony, that until the memorable transac- 
i tion which our text recognizes, the charac- 


ter of Judas stood equally as fair and blame- 
less, as that of any other disciple. Nor 
can authority tothe contrary be derived 
from any part of the divine oracles, without 
involving the character of the Saviour.* 
That Judas had experienced the new-birth, 
is abundantly evident from St. Matt. xix. 
28. where the illustrious Founder of chris- 
tianity addresses his disciples indiscrimin- 
ately, as having followed him in the regen- 
eration, and imparts to them the animating 
promise of future exaltation. In short; from 
the history of his life, his deportment ap- 
pears to be marked with no particular im- 
morality ; and it must be obvious to such as 
have read the scriptures with the least at- 
tention, that he enjoyed the confidence of 
the apostolic fraternity, from the consider- 
ation of their having committed to his care 
the funds of the society. 

Having taken this view of the character 


,of Judas, we proceed to consider the pro- 
| bable causes which led to his treachery. He 


had been with the Saviour from the com- 





he gave them power against unclean spi-| mencement of his ministry, and was instruct- 
rits, to cast them out, and to heal all man-| ed by him in the mysteries of his kingdom. 
ner of sickness, and all manner of disease.| He doubtless understood the nature of 
Now the names of the twelve apostles are | Christ’s doctrine, and the great object of 
these: The first, Simon, who is called Pe- | his mission. He had beheld with astonish- 

ter, and: Andrew his brother; James the' ment, and no doubt with satisfaction, the 
*) son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Phi- | wonderful displays of divine power in the 
lip, and Bartholomew, Thomas, and Mat- | person of his master. Re had witnessed the 
thew the publican; James the son of | of this power in removing the 
pheus, and Lebbeus, whose surname was | moet obdurate diseases that afflict the human 
Thaddeus ; Simon the Canaanite, and Ju-| system—in restoring strength, soundness, 
das Iscariot, who also betrayed him. These | 
twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded 
them, saying,,Go not into the way of the 





* The Greek word Kleptes, rendered thief, Jobn xii. 
6. with equal authority may be rendered a drone bee 
a soldier—a slave—a servant—a footman, 
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and activity to the lame—in clearing the| ger, the safety of his master. Under such 
visual power, and pouring a flood of ‘light strong convictions of the amplitude of the 
upon the eyes of them that were born blind ! | Saviour’s power, and the occular demon- 
By a word proceeding from the lips of his | strations of its efficient reality, furnished by 
master, he saw the withered hand restored, | the numerous instances in which he had 
and the burning fever compelled to retire ! | with perfect ease effectuated his deliverance 
By the same powerful word, he beheld the | from trying and threatening dangers, and 
gates of death unbarred, and ‘the silent cap-| under circumstances, to human appearance, 
tive, who had been four days bound by its the most critieal and alar ming 3 it is easy 
tyrannic chain, restored to life and the sweets | to discover that this disciple felt the strong- 
of liberty. lest assurance, that all the powers of earth 
When the clamorous and envious Jews and ‘hell combined could not, in the least, 
“thrust the great Redeemer out of their ci-; endanger the safety of the great Redeemer. 
ty; and led him to the brow of the hill, that’ From hence it appears, that his confidence 
they might cast him headlong ;” it was then in the ability of Christ to deliver himself, 
ihe disciples saw that by a slight efiort of his | while it removed all suspicion of any rea} 
divine power, he extricated himself from danger, gave rise to a procedure, which was 
their malicious grasp, and passed uninjured , anticipated by him as affording the Saviour 
ilirough the midst of them, and proceeded | another opportunity of manifesting his pow- 
on his way. er to the disappointment and mortification 
Aiter witnessing so many astonishing dis-| of the high-priests, scribes, pharisees, and 
plays of his power, in which they had see nj elders. Instead therefore of any enmity in 
him with the utmost ease delivering himself’ the breast of Judaseagainst his Lord and 
irom the eruel grasp of his malign: unt foes, inaster, the circumstances here brought to 
when to all human calculation, his escape | view, clearly indicate a disposition to pun- 
appeared impossible, we must suppose Ju- | ish the unrighteous enmity of the Jews 
(jas to have been one of the most stupid | against the great head of the church. Nor 
mortals that ever existed in human form, | is it irrational to suppose, that by this act, 
not to have been impressed with the fullest} an immediate temporal advantage to the 
conviction that no earthly power could sub- | apostolic fraternity was intended by Judas 5 
due or destroy the Saviour. But should all; namely, an increase of the funds of their 
the beforementioned displays be passed over; treasury. Desirous, therefore, to afford an- 
iv us in forgetfulness, there remain others, other proof of the power of C hrist ; to chias- 
and such ee exhibitions of his divine | tise the unprovoked hostility of those who 
power and authority as to silence every mur-} sought the life of Jesus, and to promote the 
ur, and remove every doubt that could re-| temporal interest of the society to which he 
iain in the minds of his disciples, as to his | was attached ; without the least expectation 
eutire ability to maintain his innocent cause, } of any fatal consequences, he blindly con- 
«nd secure beyond the possibility of harm, | sented to be ‘tray the Redeemer of the world. 
is personal safety. I allude to the authori-| In support of the views we have offered, 
tive word by which a multitude were dis-' we appeal to the plain and unequivocal tes- 
wssessed of demons—by which the lunatic | timony of Christ: * No man taketh my lite 
vas clothed in his right mind; and by which from me, but [ lay it down of my self. I 
he angry and contending elements, when have power to lay it down, and I have pow- 
sing 3 in wild impetuosity, and threatening | er to take it again. ‘This commandment have 
ith instant death the great Founder of I received of my Father.” St. John, x. 18. 
Hristianity, with his humble associates and Now if Judas gave credit to this declaration 
spairing companions, were tempered and of the Son of God, it was impossible for him 
tened into a perfect calm by a single re-| to have believed it was within the power of 
hke of the Prince of Peace! Add to these | his enemies to destroy him. Nay, he was 
r unequivocal declarations of the Saviour, | even authorised by the Saviour of the world 
it power was given him over all flesh, to reject, as an idle and sroundiess chimera, 
a. that all power was given to him, in’ the supposition, that all his enemies acting 
ven and on earths; and the evidence be- in concert, had the least power over him to 
es such as to induce, and unavoidably destroy his life. For him to have admitted, 
lity the conclusion, that Judas was fur- | that the life of Christ was in danger of being 
ied with the positive assurance in his sacrificed by the enmity of the Jews, would 
‘mind, and that by the authority of evi- have been nothing better than to charge his 
ces unquestionable in their nature, that divine master with wilful falsehood! And 
‘uman power could in the least endan- the event fully proved that they had no such 
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and staves to seize upon him, Jesus went 
forth and firmly demanded, “ Whom seek 
ye? They answered him, Jesus of Naza- 
seth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. As 
soon then as he had said unto them, I am 
he, they went backward and fell to the 
ground. Thenasked he them again, Whom 
seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 
Jesus answered, I have told you that I am 
he: if therefore ye seck me, let these go 
their way.” St. John xviii. 4—8. All these 
circumstances tend strongly to show that. 
Judas was exercised by no hostile feelings 
towards his master, and that nothing short 
of the fullest confidence in the abundant, 
sufficiency of his power to guarantee his 
personal safety, would have induced such a 
course of conduct. This conclusion is amply _ 
supported by the declaration and confession " 
which our text contains : namely, that when 
this unfortunate disciple saw that Jesus was 
condemned, (which it eppears was contrary 
to his expectation) he repented, and con- 


fessed that he had betrayed the innocent 


blood! But had he been really hostile to the 
Saviour, and intended that he should die by 
the hands of his enemies, no indications of 
sorrow 3 no expressions of penitent regret, 
nor acknowledgments of the innocence of 
his victim would have escaped from his lips. 
It is evident therefore beyond controversy, 
that he was disappointed in the event of the 
Saviour’s sufferings, which caused him the 
most heart-rending afiliction. 

We have as yet confined our views to 
what we consider the immediate causes 
which led to the treachery under consider- 
ation. There appears to be another cause, 
and that of a difierent nature: with the in- 
telligence of which, we are furnished by the 
word of revelation. Judas, it seems, was the 
subject of ancient prophecy. ‘The wisdom 
of inspiration strengthened and directed the 
prophetic ken to pierce through the dark 
veil of future ages, and designate this apos- 
tle and associate of our Lord, as the person 
who should betray him into the hands of his 
enemies. Even the price for which the Re- 
deemer was sold, or bartered into the hands 
of cruel Jews; the appropriation of the 
thirty pieces of silver, called a goodly price 
which he was prized at of them, and the 
circumstance of its being cast unto the pot- 
ter in the house of the Lord, are particular- 
ty mentioned in the prophecy of Zechariah 
—xi. 12. And our immediate context re- 
cords the fulfilment of this prophecy. 

To this, we may add the testimony of the 
prophet David, Psalms xli. 9. “ Mime own , 
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familiar friend, in whom [I trusted, which 
did eat of my bread, hath lifted Ais heel 
against me.” For the application of this 
prophecy to Judas Iscariot, we have the au- 
thority of Christ himself, recorded in St, 
John xiii. 18. There are a few traits in this 
prophecy which it is important to notice, 
as they are of essential service in strength- 
ening the arguments already advanced in 
favor of the character of Judas. He is here 
called the friend and familiar of Jesus. — 
It is also declared that he shared the conf- 
dence of his master. Hence we derive an 


‘additional evidence from this prophecy, ot 


his friendship to the Saviour, and of his pu- 
rity of character, until the memorable period 
of his treachery. 

These prophecies amply support the con- 
clusion, that Judas was designated by the 
unerring wisdom of the great Jehovah, as 
the person who should betray the Redeen- 
er of the world. Therefore, had not the 
subject of our text performed the treacher- 
ous part assigned him by the spirit of pro- 
phecy, we have no data from which to infer 
with the least degree of confidence, that any 
part of the prophecies that went before were 
true, or that the stupendous plan of divine 
grace would not have utterly failed of ac- 
complishment! For it should be remember 
ed, that the same divine power which was 
engaged to finish the plan of redemptien, 
was also pledged to fulfil all the declara 
tions of his prophets. It was therefore ne- 
cessary for Judas to betray the Saviour of 
the world, otherwise the declarations of the 
Almighty by his prophets would have been 
charged with falsehood, and proved a de 
ception! We will now consider the test 
mony of Christ, and that of St. Peter 
in relation to this event. Christ ¢ 
clared, saying, “ The Son of Man shall be 
betrayed unto the chief priests, and wilo 
the scribes, and they shall condemn him® 
death.—Verily I say unto you, that one ° 
you shall betray me.” Matt. xvii. 22. ™ 
18. John xiii. 21. In verse 26 of the ls 
chapter quoted, Christ instructs John the 
the one who should betray him was Juda 
Again, the Saviour declared, “ the Son 
Man shall be delivered into the hands 
men.” Luke ix. 44. In Matt. xxvi- 15.9 
are informed that Judas contracted (0 " 
fil this declaration of Christ, and deli 
him to the chief priests for thirty pie” 
silver: And in the 45th verse of this ¢ 
ter, the Redeemer declared, “the 0 
Man is betrayed unto the hands of sinne 
We will here subjoin the testimony 
Peter, in his address to the Jews, Act 











—_—_—_ 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 229 





~eee 


33. “Him being delivered by the deter- SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


miner yar genie ed Goa, | A meeting of the Southern Association 
crucified and slain.” Here the predictions | OC reggie nding 9 . . 700 ge 
: yok ee '(Conn.) on the h and 12 F June 

of Christ, and the testimony of his apostle, , Seen Leases J. Frieze ¥, Pickesian, T. 
renders it perfectly plain that the betraying Whittemore, J. Bisbe, an af. Ballou preach- 
and deiivering of Jesus into the hands of s . : AN 

: : nthe occasion. ‘There also pre- 
his enemies was according to the determin- rr Bre R. Carrique, B. D Sng ted ote 
ation, counsel, or purpose of God; and 94 J Fla we T. G. Fa maker 4 1, Fuller, 
consequently rendered unavoidable by any 7, R. Pa ge wail William Mkt Ges nadh 

= . » a] . . 2 . éc in 7 . 9 5 * a 5 : 
aaa, pee J 5 — hi pp aa ae last of whom received Letters of Fellowship, 
, pe + re Lord shalt be perlorm=' and Br. Fuller was ordained. The Associ- 
: — t me now to press the question ta ation was adjourned to meet at Mi.rorp, 
on every serious hearer—is there the least Ser Hay ee ning pve Fer 
ossible semblance of justice in the deter- | . ‘ cent ce oD pee ee 
ee Jadas shud bere the Sr care procedings of he son, 24 
yiour, and that he should be endlessly the | ..ompan a rae wit @ steeahin aes 
joser by that particular act? Or in other: pees 4 ere subjoin eG 
words, is there any justice in the supposi- : 
CIRCULAR LETTER. 


tion, that Judas will sufier interminable con- 
demnation for doing what God decreed| The Ministers and Messengers oompos” 


should be done? Without the fear of con-| ing the Southern Association, united in 
tradiction, we answer, no—F or the suppo-/ christian fellowship, and enjoying that hope 
sition is incompatible with the dictates of . of eternal life, “ which God that cannot lie 
philosophy, scripture, and even of common | promised before the world began,” send 
sense! Perhaps it may be pleaded that the christian salutation to their brethren possess~ 
motive was bad in Judas, and that his end-| ing like precious faith, and who relying on 
Jess condemnation may be just, notwith-|the word of promise, and believing 
standing the action was determined by infi- ' things written in the law and the prophets, 
nite wisdom—To this we reply, that with ‘look forward with joy and gladness; be- 
intelligent beings, actions are only the ef- holding with the eye of faith, that glorious 
fects, or offsprings of motives or designs : : period, when every creature which is in hea- 
That if God determined an effect, he must ' ven and on earth, and under the earth, and 
of necessity determine the means or causes such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
by which the effect should be produced. jthem shall join in one anthem of grateful 
Hence the very attribute which is urged fo | praise 5 singing in the spirit of holy and sin- 
defend the endless damnation of this dis« iple,'cere affection: Blessing, and honor, and 


is an eternal barrier against the hypothesis | glory, and power, 
itself. So long therefore as justice shall con- | upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forev- ff 


tinue to sway the sceptre of the universe, so | er and ever. 
long will the unmerciful scheme of never-|_ Beloved Brethren, it has pleased the § 
ending torture continue to be inadmissible | Lord of the harvest to strengthen the hands | 
upon the same principle. of his servants, whom he has called to the 
From this view of our subject, we dis- work of the ministry, by granting them the} 
cover that all the immediate causes which ' pleasing satisfaction of beholding their la~i 
we have considered as leading to the final bors eflective of much good, in liberatin 
catastrophe, were subservient to the purpose the mind from the bondage of superstition, 
of God, and embraced by the plan of infi-, and bigotry 5 removing the dark cloud of] 
nite wisdom. And if it be admitted that it ignorance, which has long separated mew 
was the purpose of God that Christ should from their God ; and enabling them throug} 


be delivered into the hands of his enemies, , a knowledge of the truth to look unto thi 


which cannot be questioned without deny-: Creator of all things, as their Father anj 


ing the truth of revelation, we cannot with-' friend, relying on his promises, and trustii 
hold the acknowledgment, that the means | to his goodness and mercy. er} 
or instrument by which such deliverance | A goodly number of brethren united 

should be effected was equally embraced by | one faith and one hope, were indulged w 


the same divine wisdom and purpose. | the opportunity of meeting together, to e¢ 
ing | sult on those measures best calculated 


[\G> We shall conclude this interest? 
discourse in. gur next,] promote the cause of righteousness 





A 

































































be unto him that sitteth 7 








~~} 
.4 


‘ 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


230 
truth; to give energy to them who labor in| chrystal stream of eternal life. Our hearts 
the vineyard of the gospel 3 and strength to burned within us when the messengers of 
those who having received the testimony of peace declared from the divine word, that 
God’s universal benevolence, rejoice to be- ** God is love,” and shewed, in the demon- 
hold the Captain of their salvation, going stration of the spirit, that the Lord is good, 
forth a victorious conqueror, subduing all ; impartially good to all his creatures, and 
things unto himself; causing the light of di-' that his tender mercies are over all the 
vine truth, to beam upon the understanding, works of his hands. Believing that God lov- 
and the spirit of heaven-born charity to ed us even when we were dead in sins, and 
take possession of the hearts of men, ; hath promised us life in his Son, which 

The labors of the session were rendered promise is confirmed by the oath of Jeho- 
truly encouraging to those, who are called, | vah, we were persuaded to flee for refuge, 
like the apostle of the Lamb, to labor and to lay hold on the hope set before us. To 
suffer reproach for believing in the living hope in God, and to enjoy all that consola- 
God, who is the Saviour of all men, by tion, peace and rest, which is the effect of 
learning from each other the prosperous Confidence in the divine word of our hea- 
state of the churches and societies in fellow- | venly Father. And, as the believers, in 
ship with this association ; to hear of their | that gospel which God preached to Abra- 
soodly order, their unanimity, harmony and | ham, saying, “in thee shall all the families 
peace : their continued increase in numbers, ; of the earth be blessed ;” being turned eve- 
im faith, and in love. We had the satisfac- | ry one from his iniquities, are every where 
tion of receiving two new societies into fel-. spoken against, we were invited to enter in- 
fowship, and also of granting letters totwo toa careful examination of the doctrine as 
voung brethren, who have renounced the , taught by the apostles and primitive chris- 
traditions of men; received the gospel of. tians, and the reception they met with from 
the Lerd Jesus Christ in its purity and sim-' the opposers of the gospel. It was ascer- 
plicity, unshackled with creeds or human tained, that the apostles were every where 
inventions ; and, who -have come forward ; spoken against, persecuted and ill treated, 
in behalf of their divine Master, declaring | their preaching misrepresented, and them- 
that * God is in Christ reconciling the world | selves represented as disturbers of the peice, 
unto himself,’ not imputing their trespasses and the corrupters of the morals of mankind. 
unto them. The high recommendation we ; But even in that age of prejudice and dark- 
received of the moral rectitude, humility and | ness, there were some found whose honesty, 
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talents of our young brethren, induces us to 
believe they will be faithful and useful in the 
gospel ministry, and to bid them welcome to 
the joys and pleasures, the trials, crosses 
and persecutions which in common with us 
they will have to encounter and pass through. 


in the midst of trials they will remember, ; 


that the master whom they serve, endured 
the bitter persecutions and revilings of men, 
and notified his servants that they would 
The grace of our 
God will, however, be found sufficient to 
support in the midst of trials, and the spirit 
of universal love, will enable them manfully 
to fight the good fight of faith, and in meek- 
ness endeavor to instruct those, who thro’ 
gnorance oppose themselves to the gospel 
Christ. 

The Father of our spirits smiled upon us, 
‘uring the session, granting us a large and 
“ittentive audience ; giving animation and 

*al to those engaged in the songs of the 


\ mple; and wisdom and energy to his ser- 


ints who enjoyed the happy lot of admin- 
ering the bread and waters of life, feeding 
> flock of God with the heavenly manna ; 
d refreshing the thirsty soul from the pure 


and love of truth induced them to enquire 
of the Apostles themselves respecting the 
doctrines they taught. From this fact the 
following useful lesson was impressed upon 
the mind, that the best and surest way to ob- 
tain a correct knowledge of the sentiments 
embraced by any particular sect of men is 
to go to them for information, and not toen- 
emies and opposers of their sentiments, who 
from sinister motives might be induced gross- 
ly to misrepresent their system of faith; 
which in the most clear and lucid manner 
was shown to be the case, with those who 
oppose the doctrine of universal benevo- 
lence, who most cruelly and wickedly mis- 
represent the doctrine ; and say, that we be- 
lieve in certain things, which we contemn 
and reject, as inconsistent and absurd. 
Fully persuaded that iniquity abounds with 
many who verily believe, that by opposing 
those who differ from them in religious senti- 
ments they are doing God service, and who 
have adopted the popish doctrine that the end 
sanctifies the means ; our minds were pre- 
pared to enter into the investigation of the 
causes which produced those effects. It was 
shown by convincing and incontrovertible 
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roof that men in all ages have endeavored 
to imitate the God whom they worshipped, 
and thatthe characters of men were general- 
ly formed according to the views they enter- 
tained of their God. When men behold the 


Almighty as a sovereign ty rant, implacable | 


and cruel; revengeful, passionate and un- | 


among brethren. We bese ech y you brethren, 
believers with us in the faith of Abraham. 
in the name of the God and Father of our 
spirits, that ye live together in love. Let 
no trifling peculiarities of religious opinion, 
break your fellowship for one another.— 
While each one considers it his privilege, 





| 


i 


just; deceiving his offspring with promises | and right to think for himself on the i impor- 
of life, when he means their eternal ruin; tant concerns of religion, and to determine 
expressing a willingness that all men should according to the evidences he receives from 
be saved while he has a secret, determinate the divine testimony as to points of doc- 
and érrevocable wit, that a certain portion | trine : yet let each consider, that others ert 
shall suffer his wrath forever, and ever ; | joy the same privileges in common with him- 


they being transformed into the image of 
their God, practise those cruelties and de- 
ceptions which they suppose him to perform 
towards men ; and consider them as possess- 


self. Let us then as believers in the ultimate 
restitution of all things, (or all men), to ho- 
liness and happiness, obey the golden rule 
by doing unto others as we would they should 


ing all religion and piety, while they are vi-| do unto us. Let the divine and glorious 


olating all those heavenly virtues contained 
in the religion of Jesus. 

Our public services closed with the sol- 
emn and important services of ordaining, 
and setting apart a brother to the important | 
duties of the gospel ministry. ‘The candi- 
date, and his brother laborers in the vine- 
yi rd of God, were sensibly impressed with 
the truth of the declaration, made by St. 


hope of meeting each other, and the whole 
family of mankind, in the kingdom of peace 
and eternal enjoyment, keep alive in our 
hearts the power of love, unite us in all the 
energies of brotherly affection, and enable us 
to live in fellowship, and in the faithful dis- 
charge of every moral obligation ; that we 





may put to silence the gainsaying of the en- 
emy; and as laborers togethe rin one com- 


Paul, that we ought not to preach ourselves | mon cause, spread the joyful tidings of peace 
but Temes Christ the Lord; and to consider | and salvation among the children of men, 
ourselves as the servants of the people for | oladdening their hearts with the hope of e- 


Jesus sake, 
Christ, as he was preached by the prophets 


That we ought ever to preach ; ternal life. 


Brethren we commend you to God, and 


of old. As the promised see ‘d, in whom all! the word of his grace; devoutly praying that 


the families of the earth shall be blessed.— 
As the finisher of sin. The bruiser of the 
serpent’s head; and, as the king of Zion 
who must reign until he hath subdued all 
things to himself, and reconciled all things 
tuGod. ‘That we preach Jesus as he preach- 
ed himself; the way, the truth, and the life. 
The Saviour of the world, and the rEsTor- 
Er of man to holiness and happiness. 

in the midst of our joys, we found cause 
for regret and heart felt sorrow, being called 
to notice certain publications, laid betore the 
public by brethren in the fellowship of this 
association, Which, we fear, has a tendency 
: dissolve the bond of union which has so 

ong happily existed ; to give the enemy an | 
opportunity to triumph ; ; and to wound the | 
feelings ef the lovers of truth and righteous- | 
hess. We earnestly hope, and indulge our- 
selves in the belief, that the cloud which has | 
inte crupted our felicity will be but transient | 
and of momentary duration. That the all 
piercing rays of the sun of Love will dissolve | 
the cloud, and that the spirit of divine be- | 
nevolence, and fraternal affection will dis- 
perse every deleterious particle, that poisons 


| 


\ 





the cup of blessing, and destroys fellowship | avoid saying any thing against the popula 


you may adorn the doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour by well ordered lives and conversa- 
tion ; that you may enjoy divine consolation 
in the hour of de: ith, and at last be received 
into glory, Per Order, 
R. CARRIQUE. 
For the Gospel Advocate. 

Me. Eviror.— 

The conduct of the Rev. Clergy of the 
orthodox faith, sometimes assumes an ap- 
pearance more calculated to excite a smile, 


‘than to produce or foster in our hearts, eith- 


er anger or resentment. 

These Rev. gentlemen, are continually 
-harping upon the story, of the abuse they 
receive from the believers and advocates of 
the doctrine of universalism. Nosooner are 
‘their dogmas called in question, than they 
‘feel themselves “abused.” Although they- 
lose no opportunities to misrepresent our 
doctrine ; or to speak against the persons, 
or characters of those who profess it ; yet 
the moment you tell them that you do not 
‘think they are better than their neighbors, 
they will be “grieved.” If you carefully 
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doctrines of the day, and only support that 
of God’s love to the world ; your ears are 
saluted with the cry of “ persecution.” In 
short, the utmost circumspection must be u- 
ged, and a quiet acquiescence given,to what- 
ever they see fit to advance, or their feelings 
are sensibly wounded ! Shame on such: fol- 
ly! Come out from your hiding-places ye 
Doctors of Divinity, ye children of Theolo- 


gical seminaries, ye pretended soldiers of 


the cross; and if yours is the “ faith once 
delivered to the saints,” come boldly to the 
<“ good fight” in defence of your doctrines, 
and if ye fear the result, or choose to be si- 
lent, rather than come fairly to the combat, 


be persuaded to rest easy in the embrace of 


popular applause, and feed contentedly on 
the “ fat of the land,” and leave it for those 
to cry “ persecution,” who “ labor and suf- 
fer reproach because they trust in the living 
God, who is the Saviour of all men special- 
ly of those that believe.” PHILO. 





Unitarianism vs. Universalism. 

We have long been satisfied that but very 
few, if any, of the Unitarian Ministers in 
this vicinity believe the Doctrine of Endless 
Misery; and the following extract from a 
piece in the Christian Disciple, will satisfy 
others that such is the fact. We are told 
that the author is Mr. Waker, of Charles- 
town, one of the ablest Unitarian Ministers 
in this vicinity.—Bost. U. Mag. 

“If by ‘everlasting punishment’ is meant 
¢ the proper eternity of hell-torments,’ it is 


a doctrine which most Unitarians of the | 


present day concur in rejecting ; some un- 
derstanding, by that ‘ everlasting destruc- 
tion’ to which the wicked are to be consign- 


ed, an absolute annihilation; others con- | 


ceiving of their sufferings as consequential, 


and indefinite, as to their duration ; and o- 


thers, that all punishment will be remedial, 
and will end at last in a Universal Resto- 
ration to goodness and happiness.” 





Reasons for Loving God. 

He is our Creator and Preserver: He is 
the author of every blessing we enjoy, and 
he renders all our afflictions and disappoint- 
ments promotive of our best interest. Our 
Creator knows all our infirmities, our prone- 
ness to err, and our appetites for injurious 
indulgences, and is merciful to all our faults. 
He punishes our sins in mercy, never from 
a disposition of revenge ; but that we may 
be partakers of his holiness. ‘Through the 
mediation of the Redeemer he has given us 
hope of immortal life and the continuance 


of his Fatherly kindness forever. 


From the London Universali-t Miscellany, 
TO THE NAME OF JESUS, 
The Universal King. 
With pleasure I walk by the rills, 
The cascades I see with surprise, 
The prospects that rise on the hills, 
But *twas Jesus that gave me my eyes, 


All Nature displays his great power, 
The showers say his goodness is free, 

He neglects not a spray in the bower, 
And to praise him all Nature agree, 


If Isee but a blade that is green, 

Or a leaf in the hedge I pass by— 
I can cry if a danger is seen, 

For I know that my Jesus is nigh. 


Should the fields be all bare nothing green, 
Not a leafin the hedge I pass by— — 
I can cry if a danger is seen, 
He can hear if I only can sigh. 


When Jesus commands, let me go, 
For that is the place of my rest, 
Never let me say, why is it so? 
For he knows very well what is best. 





ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


In a town in which was a great revival of 
| religion, among the baptists, and presbyter 
; lans, there was as is usual in such cases a 
: great strife, each being desirous of obtaining 
, the greatest number of converts, every art 
} was used to bring the young converts to this 
‘church, or that. In this struggle, a zealous 
baptist finding some young persons, who 
were just brought from nature’s darkness in- 
to the marvellous light of the gospel, inclin- 
ed to join the presbyterian church 3; hasten- 
ed to them and used all his influence to bring 
them to join the baptists. After many ob- 
servations he concluded as follows : “ Now 
‘if you mean to be very happy in heaven,and 
have an exalted seat,you must join the bap- 
tists, for there is as much difference between 
the happiness of the baptists and presbyter- 
ians in heaven, as there is between a dropol 
water and a river.—fel. Inq. 








NOTICE. af 

The Northern Ohio Association of Uni 
versalists, will convene at Painesville, © 
the 20th Aug. inst. Ministering brethren 
belonging to the different associations, and 
all who feel an interest in the cause of £05" | 


pel truth, are respectfully invited to attend. 
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